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Field Report, Bhojapur 
January- June 2007 

 
 

 
Background  
Based on the project document Empowerment and Inclusion of Janajati Women (EIJW) project has 
been working in Bhojpur district. The NIFIN member supported to organize the NIWF-DCC 
meeting and NIWF-DCC member supported to form the district level alliance. EIJW project of 
NIWF in Bhojpur district has been managed by Nepal Kirat Rai Mahila Sangh, one of the member 
organizations of the NIWF. Therefore, organization has been actively involving in the district 
activities.  
 
According to the census of Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), 2001 the total population is 203018. 
The table-2, shows that the total population of male is 29949 (14.75 percent) and the total 
population of female is 31774 (15.65 percent). The total population of Adibasi Janajati is 121248 
(59.72) male 58322 (28.73), and female 62926 (31.0).  27 Adibasi Janajati has been settled in 
Dhankuta district (see the table-1, annex-1). Rai population is high among the indigenous group 
and Limbu, Newar, Magar, Tamang etc. indigenous population is high than other indigenous 
population.  
 

Table -2, Caste/ethnic and gender disaggregated data of Bhujpur district  
Caste Total % Male % Female % 
 Ethnic 121248 59.72 58322 28.73 62926 31.00 
Dalit 20047 9.87 9491 4.67 10556 5.20 
Chhetri \ Bahun and other 61723 30.40 29949 14.75 31774 15.65 

Total 203018 100 97762 48.15 105256 51.85 
Source: C B S 2001      

 
 
Output 3: NIWF member organisations have launched empowerment and advocacy activities at 
the district level. 
 
Activities 

3.1 Formation of alliance/network of district-level civil society organisations addressing 
Janajati women’s rights. 

 
Alliance  
 
1. National Indigenous Women’s Federation District Coordination Council (NIWF-DCC) 
The NEFIN district coordination council organized the one day meeting to organize the NIWF-
DCC meeting. Most of the indigenous community’s women have participated in the meeting. The 
meeting decided to form NIWF-DCC in Bhujpur district. Following are the NIWF-DCC member 
and their organization: 
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5 NIWF Coordination Council (Janajati Women's Alliance) of   Bhojapur 
1 Mamina Thapa Magar Chairperson Magar 
2 Laxmi Tamang Voice chairperson Tamang  
3 Chandra Kala Rai Secretary  Rai 
4 Nirmala Sherpa Treasure  Sherpa 
5 Rita Maya Gurung Member  Gurung 
6 Chandra Kala Thami Member  Thami 
7 Chandra Kala Shakya Member Newar 

 

 
Participant of the alliance formation meeting in Bhojpur 
 

 
NIWF-DCC member of Bhojpur, 2007 
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2. Alliance/network 
 
Executive Director of NIWF has briefed the project document (objective, output, activities and 
alliance formation process and role /responsibilities). The chair person of NIFIN, Nepal Magar 
Sang, Association of Student , Association of ANIJ, member of NGO FONIM and local civil 
society’s members participated in the meeting (see the meeting minuet-1, annex-2). The meeting 
decided to form the district level alliance to work on indigenous people and women’s rights.  
 
Following are the name list and organization of the alliance:  

4.  Alliance members name and organization of  Bhojpur  
1 Ram Kumar Rai Adibasi Janajati Adhyan tatha Anusandhan Kendra 
2 Mamin Thapa NIWF 
3 Ran Bahadur Rai NEFIN 
4 Action Khambu ANIJ 
5 Parbat Rai Adibasi Janajati  Human rights  
6 Kamal Jang Rai NGO Federation  
Source: NIWF-DCC report, 2007 
 
 
3.2 Organisation of alliance/network meetings to identify district-level advocacy issues and 

methods. 
 
First quarter- alliance meeting (identify issues and method) 
 
 Alliance member and NIWF-DCC member organized first quarter alliance meeting on10-12-2063 
at NEFIN office. The alliance meeting was discussed on indigenous women’s issues and problems 
of Bhojpur district. It was the first time meeting discussed on women’s rights. The NEFIN member 
other indigenous activist are not also clear on indigenous people and indigenous women’s issues 
and how to advocate with concerning stakeholders. 
 
Based on the project document alliance member identified the advocacy issues and method. 
Following are the issues and method discussed by alliance member:  
 
Issues  

1. The Janajati women were excluded by development program.  
2. They are not aware on constitution assembly.  
3. Lack of information on development program. 
4. Lack of Janajati women's participation in decision-making level. 
5. Excluded by education scholarship and development opportunities. 
6. Lack of preservation and develop of indigenous women's skill and knowledge. 
7. Lack of access to decisions-making and development opportunities. 
8. Lack of information on policy, planning and development activities. 
9. Lack of leadership in political and decision-making level. 
10. Lack of awareness on present political situation. 
11. Lack of knowledge on leadership and empowerment.   
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Method 

·  Interaction program to lobby and advocacy with local line agencies and political party. 
·  Training for indigenous women to aware on indigenous women’s rights. 

 
 
3.3 Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified in 3.2 
 
 
First quarter- Interaction program with local line agencies and political parties 
 
 
Interaction program with local government on indigenous women's rights   
 
The NIWF-DCC and alliance member have organized one day interaction program on indigenous 
women’s rights. The Chief Guest was CDO (Chief of District Officer). The other guests were local 
government line agencies, political party's member and different organizations member were 
participated in the interaction program.   About 30 participants were participated in the workshop 
(see the participant name list, annex-2).  
 
 The chair person of NIWF-DCC, Mamina Thapa Magar presented local issues and problems of 
indigenous women. She also requested local government, line agencies and political parties to 
support NIWF-DCC to address advocacy issues and problems of Janajati women in local level.    

 
Outcome of the workshop   

·  The CDO, LDO, local line agencies and political party's members gave their 
commitment to support the indigenous women's program.  

·  The NIWF-DCC submitted the proposal in District Development Committee to aware 
indigenous women on constituent assembly.  

·  The local media and weekly news paper covered the indigenous women's issues and 
demand. 
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1) The Local Development Officer (LDO) expressing the views on IW programme.2) NIWF-
DCC chair person addressing the interaction program.  
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Political Party’s member expressing the views on indigenous Women  
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3.3 Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified in 3.2 

Training on Constituent Assembly (second -quarter)  

National Indigenous Women's Federation (NIWF) has formed its district coordination council in 
Bhojpur to implement EIJW project in the district. Since its formation the district coordination 
council has been working actively in the district for the empowerment of the local indigenous 
women. At first, district level alliance of NIWF comprising of different civil society organizations 
working in the field of indigenous people has been formed in the initiation of NIWF-DCC. The 
alliance has conducted meetings to identify issues/problem and methods for launching of district 
level advocacy. One of the key issues identified as of utmost importance was the lack of 
knowledge on constituent assembly among indigenous women. So to generate awareness, NIWF-
DCC and alliance members decided to arrange training on constituent assembly. The two days 
training on "Constituent Assembly & Rights of Indigenous Women" took place on Jestha 2064, 29-
30 in Bhojpur. In total, there were 31 attendees representing different indigenous communities. 
(See the training minute annex 2). Nepal Kirat Rai Mahila Sangh, central committee sent its 
member Ms. Rama Rai to manage and participate in the 2 days training and to monitor the overall 
district level activities. In addition, to this she attended alliance meeting and met with government 
officials to gather information regarding district level budget allocation and also to understand their 
perception on indigenous women. 
 
Advocate Ms. Shanti Kumari Rai was appointed as the facilitator of the training. In the beginning 
she presented the concept paper on constituent paper. After that, participants were engaged in the 
discussion on various topics relating to constituent assembly. 

Content of the training: 

·  Definition of Adivasi janajaati 
·  Constitution, Constituent Assembly and its necessity. 
·  Role and place of Adivasi Janajaati women in forthcoming constituent assembly election. 
·  Election process of constituent assembly. 

Objectives of the training: 

·  To give clear idea on Adivasi Janajaati. 
·  To create awareness on constituent assembly and its election process among indigenous 

women. 
·  To give knowledge on role and place of Adivasi Janajaati women in forthcoming 

constituent assembly election. 

Output of the training: 

·  Indigenous women have become conscious on janajaati issue and their rights. 
·  Participants got clear idea on the importance of constituent assembly. 
·  Participants have become aware on the role of indigenous women on constituent assembly. 
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  Annex-1 
Population 

 
 

Table-1, Caste and gender disaggregated data of Bhojpur district 
S.

N. Ethnic Total % Male % Female % 
1 Magar 8556 7.06 4171 3.44 4385 3.62 
2 Tharu 125 0.10 63 0.05 62 0.05 
3 Tamang 17246 14.22 8394 6.92 8852 7.30 
4 Newar 16819 13.87 8175 6.74 8644 7.13 
5 Rai 69244 57.11 33086 27.29 36158 29.82 
6 Gurung 1735 1.43 843 0.70 892 0.74 
7 Limbu 138 0.11 81 0.07 57 0.05 
8 Kurmi 7 0.01 2 0.00 5 0.00 
9 Dhanuk 3 0.00 2 0.00 1 0.00 
10 Sherpa 3290 2.71 1527 1.26 1763 1.45 
11 Gharti\Bhujel 2889 2.38 1408 1.16 1481 1.22 
12 Kumal 207 0.17 99 0.08 108 0.09 
13 Rajbansi 8 0.01 6 0.00 2 0.00 
14 Sunuwar 161 0.13 78 0.06 83 0.07 
15 Majhi 259 0.21 130 0.11 129 0.11 
16 Danuwar 2 0.00 0 0.00 2 0.00 
17 Chepang(praja) 4 0.00 1 0.00 3 0.00 
18 Santhal\Sattar 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 0.00 
19 Thami 228 0.19 107 0.09 121 0.10 
20 Dhimal 34 0.03 12 0.01 22 0.02 
21 Bhote 18 0.01 10 0.01 8 0.01 
22 Thakali 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 0.00 
23 Pahari 264 0.22 123 0.10 141 0.12 
24 Bote 1 0.00 1 0.00 0 0.00 
25 Jirel 5 0.00 2 0.00 3 0.00 
26 Raji 2 0.00 0 0.00 2 0.00 
27 Kusunda 1 0.00 1 0.00 0 0.00 
  Total 121248 100.00 58322 48.10 62926 51.90 
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  Dalit Total % Male % Female   
28 Kami 10242 51.09 4854 24.21 5388 26.88 
29 Damai\Dholi 5197 25.92 2460 12.27 2737 13.65 
31 Sarki 4245 21.18 1994 9.95 2251 11.23 
32 Teli 44 0.22 19 0.09 25 0.12 
33 Chamar\Harijan\Ram  2 0.01 1 0.00 1 0.00 
34 Koiri 52 0.26 18 0.09 34 0.17 
35 Sonar 17 0.08 9 0.04 8 0.04 
36 Kalwar 4 0.02 4 0.02 0 0.00 
37 Mallah 5 0.02 1 0.00 4 0.02 
38 Hajam\Thakur 21 0.10 13 0.06 8 0.04 
39 Kanu 4 0.02 3 0.01 1 0.00 
40 Sudhi 7 0.03 3 0.01 4 0.02 
41 Lohar 3 0.01 1 0.00 2 0.01 
42 Khatwe 138 0.69 75 0.37 63 0.31 
43 Dhobi 3 0.01 2 0.01 1 0.00 
44 Unidentified Dalit 50 0.25 27 0.13 23 0.11 
45 Badi 12 0.06 6 0.03 6 0.03 
46 Darai 1 0.00 1 0.00 0 0.00 
  Total 20047 100 9491 47.34 10556 52.66 
         
         
  Chhetri/Bahun and other Total   Male   Female % 
47 Chhetri 41535 67.29 20146 32.64 21389 34.65 
48 Brahman - Hill 16037 25.98 7775 12.60 8262 13.39 
49 Muslim 49 0.08 31 0.05 18 0.03 
50 Yadav 80 0.13 59 0.10 21 0.03 
51 Sanyasi 2269 3.68 1119 1.81 1150 1.86 
52 Musahar 1 0.00 1 0.00 0 0.00 
53 Brahman - Tarai 328 0.53 159 0.26 169 0.27 
54 Banyia 13 0.02 5 0.01 8 0.01 
55 Haluwai 12 0.02 6 0.01 6 0.01 
56 Rajput 25 0.04 15 0.02 10 0.02 
57 Kayastha 23 0.04 1 0.00 22 0.04 
58 Marwadi 1 0.00 1 0.00 0 0.00 
59 Bangali 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 0.00 
60 Bantar 16 0.03 7 0.01 9 0.01 
61 Rajbhar 4 0.01 4 0.01 0 0.00 
62 Gaine 51 0.08 26 0.04 25 0.04 
63 Churaute 7 0.01 3 0.00 4 0.01 
64 Unidentified Caste 1112 1.80 517 0.84 595 0.96 
65 Kumhar 22 0.04 7 0.01 15 0.02 
66 Koche 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 0.00 
67 Thakuri 136 0.22 67 0.11 69 0.11 
 Total 61723 100.00 29949 48.52 31774 51.48 
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Annex-2 
 

Meeting minuets   
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Meeting minuet of alliance formation on 9-12-2063   
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Meeting minuet of interaction program on 16-12-2063 



 17

 
 
 
 
 



 18

 
Interaction program minuet, 16-12-2063 
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Constituent training participants  

 
 


