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Background 
 
Empowerment Inclusion Janajati Women (EIJW) Project has been implementing district-level 
activities in Ramechhap district through NIWF-member organization ‘Sunuwaar Mahila Samaj, 
Central Committee, Kathmandu is responsible for the overall activities of the Ramechhap district. 
The organization was established in 2056 B.S. in Kathmandu district. The NIWF/EIJW project 
has been supporting for the capacity development of the organization. So the organization has 
been supervising and monitoring the district programs. A total of 183 participants participated in 
the district-level programs conducted in Ramechhap. 

Rammechap district has high population of the Tamang community and other indigenous 
communities such as: Magar, Newar, Sunuwar, Sherpa, Majhi and Bhujel. According to the CBS, 
2001 about 30 indigenous communities have settled in Rammechap district. The total population 
is 2,12,406 (male 10,0853 and female 1,11,551) (see the population data annex-1). The total 
indigenous people’s is 1,23,354 (male 58,543 and female 64,811). The highly marginalized 
Pahari, Thami and Endangered indigenous community Hayu also has very high population in 
Ramechhap district. The table-1 shows that caste/ethnicity and gender disaggregated data of 
Ramechhap district.  
 
Table-1, Caste/ ethnicity and gender disaggregated data of Ramechhap 

Caste Total % Male % Female % 

 Ethnic 123355 58.08 
5854

3 27.56 64812 
30.5

1 

Dalit 19615 9.23 
9460.

00 4.45 10155 4.78 

Other (BC,Dalit etc.) 69436 32.69 
3285

0 15.47 36584 
17.2

2 

Total 212406 100.00 
1008

53 47.48 111551 
52.5

2 
Source: CBS, 2001 Kathmandu, Nepal 
 
 
Output 3: NIWF member organisations have launched empowerment and advocacy 

activities at the district level. 
 
Activities 

3.1 Formation of alliance/network of district-level civil society organisations addressing 
Janajati women’s rights. 

3.1. Alliance Formation 
 
3.1.1. NIWF-District Coordination Council (NIWF-DCC ) 
Based on the project document Output 3, activity 3.1, Empowerment and Inclusion of Janajati 
Women Project (EIJW) supported the organization of the National Indigenous Women’s 
Federation District Coordination Council, Ramechhap on 5-11-2063. NEFIN District 



 

Coordination committee, Indigenous women’s from different ethnic communities and eight 
Political party members also participated in the meeting (See the meeting minute, annex-2). The 
meeting decided to form the NIWF-DCC and its member will organize the alliance meeting. The 
names of the members of the NIWF-DCC formed in Rammechap are as follows: 
 
 
Table-3, NIWF- District Coordination Council (NIWF- DCC) members, Ramechhap 
 Name of members Designations Organization 
1 Demuna Yonjan (Rai) Chairperson  
2 Kalpana Bhujel Voice chairperson  
3 Tara Rai (Magar) Secretary   
4 Reeta Gurung  Treasury  
5 Demuna Yonjan Member  
6 Bisnu Kumari Hayu Member  
7 Ram Maya Majhi Member  
8 Hasana Pahari Member  
9 Bisnu Kumar Member  

Source: NIWF D CC, Ramechhap, February 2007 
 
About 21 participants from NEFIN, Nepal Indigenous student's Federation, members of the 8 
political party and members of civil society organizations also participated in the alliance 
formation meeting.  
 
NIWF Executive Director briefed on the project document (output, indicators, and activities), 
process of alliance formation, role, and responsibilities of the district coordination council and 
alliance members. The alliance member will identify indigenous women's issues /problems and 
method for lobby and advocacy at the district-level. 
 

 
 



 

Participants at the alliance formation and project briefing meeting Ramechhap, February, 
2007 
 

 
  New elected members of NIWF- DCC Ramechhap, February 2007 
 
3.1.2. District level alliance  
Based on the project document of NIWF, the NIWF-DCC members organized one day alliance 
meeting to form the district level alliance on 29-1-2064. The members of different local 
organization’s and 8 political party’s members have participated in the meeting (see the meeting 
minute, annex-2). The alliance is composed of members of different local organizations who 
have been working in indigenous women’s rights. Following are members of the alliance: 
 
  Table-4,  Name and organization of Alliance members,  Ramechhap  
 Name Organization 
1 Demuna Yonjan (Rai) NIWF 
2 Bichar Sing Dong Nepar Bar Association 
3 Ramchandra Biyogi Civil society  
4 Binda Sarki Dalit Federation 
5 Chinimaya Bal Heath organisation 
6 Birendra Shereth NGO Federation 
7 China Khadaka A. PA. M. Alliance 
8 Shasi Tamang ,, 
9 Sanja Thokar  Student Association  
10 Sandesh Gimire Journalist  
11 Januka Tamang Teacher  

 
 
 



 

 
3.2 Organisation of alliance/network meetings to identify district-level advocacy issues and 

methods. 
 
First quarter- alliance meeting (identify issues and method) 
Based on the project document 3.2 the alliance members organized one day alliance meeting on 
13-12-2063 in Ramechhap (see the meeting minute, annex-2). The alliance meeting discussed on 
indigenous women’s rights and advocacy issues. The meeting also identified the method to 
advocate the issues of indigenous women. Following are the advocacy issues and method 
identified by the alliance: 
 
Issues  

1. Lack of access on education, economic development, health facilities and local resources.  
2. Lack of awareness on indigenous women’s rights.  
3. The local non-indigenous women have captured the budget for women's development 

program.  
 

Method  
·  Organize interaction program on indigenous women’s issues to the attract the attention of 

concerned authorities.   
·  Organize workshop to advocate and lobby on indigenous women’s rights.  
·  Organize training and workshop to raise aware among indigenous women on their rights 

for launching lobby and advocacy activities.   
 
3.3 Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified in 3.2 
 
Interaction program (first- quarter)  
 
Based on the project document NIWF-DCC and the alliance organized one day (13-12-2063) 
interaction program on indigenous women’s issues and problems.  The Chief District Officer 
(CDO) was the Chief guest for the program. About 80 participants from different organization, 
local line agencies, journalist, and 8 political party members participated in the interaction 
program (see the participants name list -4 annex-2).  
 
Objectives of interaction program 

·  To create awareness among concerned authorities on indigenous women’s rights.  
·  To create awareness among indigenous women on their rights for launching lobby and 

advocacy activities.  
 
Output   

·  The local line agencies and concerning bodies, political parties, journalists and 
organization member were made aware on indigenous women’s issues and problems. 

·  Indigenous women's knowledge increased on indigenous women’s rights.  
·  Local line agencies gave commitment to support indigenous women. 

 
 



 

 
3.2 Organisation of alliance/network meetings to identify district-level advocacy issues and 

methods. 
 
Second quarter- alliance meeting (identify issues and method) 
Based on the project document Output 3,activity 3.1 NIWF-DCC and alliance have organized 
one day district level alliance meeting to identify the indigenous women’s advocacy 
issues/problems and method at the district-level . According to decision of alliance meeting 
following are the identified issues and method: 
 
Issues 

·  Lack of awareness on constituent and constituent assembly. 
·  Lack of leadership capacity. 
·  Lack of awareness on policy and planning of government.  
 

Method  
·  The alliance meeting decided to organize the district level training on constituent 

assembly. 
·  Organize training and workshop to build the leadership capacity of indigenous women to 

advocate the indigenous women’s rights.  
 
3.3 Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified in 3.2 
 
Training on Constituent Assembly (Second- quarter)  

With the help of alliance members, NIWF-DCC, Ramechhap coordinated the two days training 
on “Role of Indigenous Women in Constituent Assembly". Training was held on 8 and 9 June, 
2007. Altogether 40 women participants from different indigenous communities and few 
indigenous men also participated very enthusiastically in the training (see the name list of 
participants, annex-2).  As Sunuwar Mahila Samaj is responsible for the district level activities of 
NIWF/EIJW project, Chairperson of Sunuwaar Mahila Samaj; Ms Manorama Sunuwaar took the 
responsibility of training management as well as monitoring of NIWF-DCC activities in the 
district. She also visited different govt. offices in the district to get information about the budget 
allocation for indigenous women's program. Advocate & former General Secretary of NIWF Ms. 
Rampyari Sunuwaar facilitated the training. 

·  First day they identified the issues of indigenous women’s rights to advocate in local 
level. 

·  Second day, She facilitated on Constituent Assembly and role of alliance member.   
 
Content of the training: 

·  Introduction of indigenous women. 
·  What are the problems/issues of indigenous women at local level? 
·  What is constituent assembly? Role of indigenous women on constituent assembly. 
·  What should be done to ensure the representation of indigenous women in constituent 

assembly?  



 

·  Election process of constituent assembly. 

Objectives of the training: 

·  To generate knowledge on constituent assembly and indigenous women's rights 
·  To raise awareness among the indigenous women in the selection of right candidate as a 

representative in the upcoming election. 
·  To build capacity & leadership among indigenous women.        
 

Outcome of the training: 

·  NIWF-DCC and alliance member will be able to conduct training on constituent assembly 
in their community and their leadership skills have also developed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Participants of Constituent Assembly Training, Ramechhap 
 

 



 

 
 
                 Annex-1 
 
                 Population 
 

Table- 2, Gender and ethnic disaggregated data of Ramechhap  
S.N. Caste Total   Male % Female % 
1 Magar 23205 18.81 10875 46.86 12330 53.14 
2 Tharu 187 0.15 78 41.71 109 58.29 
3 Tamang 43669 35.40 20616 47.21 23053 52.79 
4 Newar 29931 24.26 14352 47.95 15579 52.05 
5 Rai 228 0.18 111 48.68 117 51.32 
6 Gurung 244 0.20 111 45.49 133 54.51 
7 Limbu 12 0.01 9 75.00 3 25.00 
8 Dhanuk 26 0.02 15 57.69 11 42.31 
9 Sherpa 4669 3.79 2220 47.55 2449 52.45 
10 Gharti\Bhujel 2988 2.42 1414 47.32 1574 52.68 
11 Kumal 408 0.33 191 46.81 217 53.19 
12 Rajbansi 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 
13 Sunuwar 8860 7.18 4252 47.99 4608 52.01 
14 Majhi 5512 4.47 2676 48.55 2836 51.45 
15 Danuwar 12 0.01 4 33.33 8 66.67 
16 Chepang(Praja) 13 0.01 9 69.23 4 30.77 
17 Santhal\Sattar 8 0.01 5 62.50 3 37.50 
18 Jhagar\Dhagar 2 0.00 1 50.00 1 50.00 
19 Gangai 3 0.00 0 0.00 3 100.00 
20 Thami 1511 1.22 718 47.52 793 52.48 
21 Bhote 21 0.02 12 57.14 9 42.86 
22 Yakkha 2 0.00 0 0.00 2 100.00 
23 Thakali 157 0.13 62 39.49 95 60.51 
24 Pahari 902 0.73 431 47.78 471 52.22 
25 Bote 28 0.02 1 3.57 27 96.43 
26 Jirel 27 0.02 14 51.85 13 48.15 
27 Dura 1 0.00 1 100.00 0 0.00 
28 Raji 3 0.00 1 33.33 2 66.67 
29 Meche 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 
30 Hayu 683 0.55 347 50.81 336 49.19 
31 Kusunda 41 0.03 17 41.46 24 58.54 
  Total 123355 100.00 58543 47.46 64812 52.54 

Source: CBS, 2001 Kathmandu, Nepal 



 

 
  Dalit Total % Male % Female %  

32 Kami 6434 32.80 3133 15.97 3301 16.83  
33 Yadav 90 0.46 70 0.36 20 0.10  
34 Damai\Dholi 3993 20.36 1915 9.76 2078 10.59  
35 Sarki 5597 28.53 2761 14.08 2836 14.46  
36 Teli 123 0.63 37 0.19 86 0.44  
37 Kurmi 23 0.12 16 0.08 7 0.04  
38 Koiri 169 0.86 39 0.20 130 0.66  
39 Sanyasi 1765 9.00 816 4.16 949 4.84  
40 Dusadh\Paswan\Pasi 1 0.01 1 0.01 0 0.00  
41 Sonar 55 0.28 27 0.14 28 0.14  
42 Kewat 4 0.02 3 0.02 1 0.01  
43 Mallah 92 0.47 31 0.16 61 0.31  
44 Kalwar 7 0.04 5 0.03 2 0.01  
45 Hajam\Thakur 19 0.10 14 0.07 5 0.03  
46 Kanu 3 0.02 2 0.01 1 0.01  
47 Sudhi 20 0.10 12 0.06 8 0.04  
48 Lohar 5 0.03 3 0.02 2 0.01  
49 Tatma 2 0.01 2 0.01 0 0.00  
50 Khatwe 1 0.01 1 0.01 0 0.00  
51 Dhobi 35 0.18 17 0.09 18 0.09  
52 Nuniya 2 0.01 1 0.01 1 0.01  
53 Kayastha 32 0.16 15 0.08 17 0.09  
54 Marwadi 3 0.02 3 0.02 0 0.00  
55 Badhae 20 0.10 11 0.06 9 0.05  
56 Darae 1 0.01 0 0.00 1 0.01  
57 Rajbhar 4 0.02 3 0.02 1 0.01  
58 Gaine 2 0.01 0 0.00 2 0.01  
59 Badi 37 0.19 15 0.08 22 0.11  
60 Halkhor 1 0.01 1 0.01 0 0.00  
61 Unidentifid Dalit 1075 5.48 506 2.58 569 2.90  
  Total 19615 100.00 9460 48.23 10155 51.77  
         

 Chhetri\Bahun and other  Total   Male % Female    
62 Chhetri 56155 80.87 26383 38.00 29772 42.88  
63 Brahman - hill 11967 17.23 5851 8.43 6118 8.81  
64 Muslim 47 0.07 28 0.04 19 0.03  
65 Kumhar 3 0.00 1 0.00 2 0.00  
66 Thakuri 38 0.05 19 0.03 19 0.03  
67 Brahman - Tarai 35 0.05 27 0.04 8 0.01  
68 Banaya 39 0.06 27 0.04 8 0.01  
69 Haluwai 23 0.03 8 0.01 15 0.02  
70 Rajput 16 0.02 15 0.02 1 0.00  
71 Bangali 2 0.00 0 0.00 2 0.00  
72 Unidentifid Caste 1111 1.60 491 0.71 620 0.89  

  Total 69436 100.00 32850 47.31 36584 52.69  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Annex- 2 
Meeting minutes 

 
Meeting minute-1 (NIWF-DCC formation meeting) 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Alliance meeting -3 Identified issues and method   
 
 
 



 

 
 
Meeting minute of NIWF-DCC 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
List of participants at the training on C.A and role of Adivasi Janajati women 



 

 
 
 
List of participants at the training on C.A and role of Adivasi Janajati women 



 

 
 
List of participants at the training on C.A and role of Adivasi Janajati women 



 

 
 



 

 
 
List of participants at the training on C.A and role of Adivasi Janajati women 



 

 
 
 
List of participants at the training on C.A and role of Adivasi Janajati women 



 

 
 


