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Field Report, Bardiya 
16 January- June 2007 

 
 
 
 
Background 
 
 Empowerment and Inclusion of Janajati Women (EIJW) project has been lunch the project in 
district through NIWF, member organization Tharu Mahila Jagaran Kendra, Central Committee, 
Kathmandu.  The EIJW project is supporting to build the capacity of Tharu Mahila Jagaran Kendra 
Central Committee. The district level alliance and NIWF-DCC has been organizing and managing 
the project to advocate on indigenous women’s rights.  The alliance members have organized and 
conducted workshop and training to aware on indigenous women’ rights. A total –participants were 
participated in the program.  
 
Bardiya district is the Tharu land district.  According to the census of 2001 the population of Tharu 
is 201276 (male-101662 and female-99614) and other Magar, Gurung, Tamang and Newar also 
settled in this district. The table-3 shows that about 32 indigenous people have been settled in 
Bardiya district. The total population is 220969 (male-111381 and female-109588).  
 
 Table- 1, Caste/ethnic and gender disaggregated da ta of  Bardiya, district  

Caste Total % Male % Female % 

 Ethnic 220970 57.75 111381 29.11 109589 28.64 

Dalit 52595 13.74 26602 6.95 25993 6.79 

Bahun / Cheetri and other 109084 28.51 54672 14.29 54412 14.22 

Total  382649 100.00 192655 50.35 189994 49.65 
 
 
Output 3: NIWF member organisations have launched empowerment and 

advocacy activities at the district level. 
 
 
Activities 

3.1 Formation of alliance/network of district-level civil society organisations addressing 
Janajati women’s rights. 

 
Alliance  
 
3.1.1. NIWF-District Coordination Council (NIWF-DCC ) 
 
 Tharu Mahila Jagaran Kendra, Bardiya district committee organized the one day meeting on 28 
January, 2007 in Rajapur Village Development Committee (VDC). About 30 indigenous women 
form different communities have participated in the meeting (see the meeting minuet, annex-2). 
The meeting decided to form the NIWF-DCC in Bardiya district. NIWF Executive Director briefed 
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Empowerment and Inclusion Janajati Women Project objectives, activities, output and indicators.  
She also discussed on the role and responsibilities of NIWF-DCC and alliance member.  
 
Following are the member of NIWF-DCC  
NIWF coordination council (NIWF CC), Bardiya  

 Name of members Designation Organization 
1 Rachana Chaudhari Chairperson    Tharu Mahila Jagaran Kendra,  
2 Sapana Rana Magar Voice chairperson Nepal Magar Mahila Sang 
3 Nisha Tharu Treasure  Tharu Mahila Jagaran Kendra, Bardiya 
4 Hina Gurung Secretary  Gurung Women  
5 Moti Rani Tharu Member Tharu Women 
6 Anju Chaudhari Member Tharu Women 
7 Krisanee Devi Tharu Member Tharu Women 

 

 
NIWF-DCC formation meeting participant in Bardiya district 28 January, 2007 
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NIWF-DCC formation meeting participant in Bardiya district 28 January, 2007 
 
 
Based on the project document NIWF-DCC has organized one day alliance formation meeting on 
22-12-2063 in Gulariya, Bardiya district. 10 Organizations members participated in the alliance 
formation meeting (see the meeting minuet, annex-2). Following are the name and organization:  
 
3.  Alliance members name and organization of  Bardiya  
1 Rachna Chaudhari NIWF 
2 Bhimkala Raji Raji Salma Samaj 
3 Manlal Shereth Adibasi Janajati Sanghasa Samiti 
4 Shanti Chaudhari Raji Shalma Samaj 
5 Shanta Lama Nepal Tamang Ghedung  
6 Krisna Devi Tharu Mukta Kamaiya Samaja 
7 Dular Kushbandhiya Kushbadiya Samaj 
8 Sandip Gurung Tamu Chhaujdhi 
9 Gagan B.Thapa Magar  Nepal Magar Sang 
10 Kashi Ram Chaudhari NEFIN, Bardiya district  

 
 

3.2 Organisation of alliance/network meetings to identify district-level advocacy issues and 
methods. 

 
First quarter-alliance member meeting to identify the issues and method 
 
Based on the project document the alliance member has organized one-day alliance meeting to 
identify the advocacy issues of indigenous women and method to address the issues (see the 
meeting minuet, annex-2) . Following are the issues and method:  
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Issues  
·  Lack of budget for indigenous women development. 
·  Lack of representative of indigenous women in government bodies and decision-

making level. 
·  Lack of representative of indigenous women in political party’s decision-making place. 
·  Lack of scholarship program for indigenous girl in higher education. 
·  Lack of coat for indigenous women in government and non-governmental organization. 
·  Lack of specific program and policy for highly marginalized indigenous people. 
·  Lack of proportional representation of indigenous women in the constituent assembly.  
·  Lack of information and aware on constituent assembly for local women.   

 
Method  
 

·  Organize interaction program to lobby and advocacy with stakeholder on indigenous 
women’s rights. 

·  Organize training and workshop to aware indigenous women on their rights and 
constituent assembly.  

·  Organize various level activities to lobby and advocacy program to address the 
indigenous women’s rights.  

 
3.3 Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified in 

3.2 
 
I.  Interaction Program “Our Commitment to Advocate Indigenous Women’s Issues”    
 
NIWF-DCC has organized the one day interaction program on 30-10-2063 in Gulariya. In total 53 
participants were participated in the program (see the interaction program minute, annex-3). The 
local line agencies and different organization’s representative have participated in interaction. The 
NIWF-DCC member also supported to form the alliance.  
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Participants of interaction program  
 

3.2   Organisation of alliance/network meetings to identify district-level advocacy 
issues and methods. 

 
Second quarter-alliance member meeting to identify the issues and method 
 
 

3.3  Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified 
in 3.2 

Training on Constituent Assembly: 

As per the issues and methods identified in the alliance meeting, NIWF-DCC along with alliance 
member decided to conduct training on constituent assembly.  The country will be going major 
changes through constituent assembly election, very few people are aware on it. So, training on 
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constituent assembly is very much needed in the current situation. The training on this topic was 
took place in 15-16 of Asar 2064 at Gularia of Bardiya district.  As NIWF-DCC had requested the 
centre to provide facilitator for the training, Advocate Mrs. Shanti Kumari Rai was sent to district 
for that purpose. Altogether 40 indigenous women including few men participated in the training.   

Content of the training: 

·  Definition of Adibasi Janajati 
·  Constitution, Constituent Assembly and its necessity. 
·  Role and place of Adibasi Janajati women in upcoming constituent assembly election. 
·  Election system on constituent assembly. 

Objectives of the training: 

·  To give clear idea on Adibasi Janajati. 
·  To create awareness on constituent assembly and its election process among indigenous 

women. 
·  To give knowledge on role and place of Adibasi Janajati women in forthcoming constituent 

assembly election. 

Output of the training: 

·  Indigenous women have become conscious on Janajati issue and their rights. 
·  They've got clear idea on the importance of constituent assembly. 
·  They've got clear idea on the role of indigenous women on constituent assembly. 
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Participants of Constituent Assembly Training  
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Annex-1 
Population 

 
 

Table- 3,Gender and ethnic disagreegated data of Ba rdaya District. 
S.N. Ethnic Total % Male % Female  % 

1 Chhentel 1 0.00 0 0 1 100 

2 Magar 10767 4.87 5342 49.61 5425 50.39 

3 Tharu 201276 91.09 101662 50.51 99614 49.49 

4 Tamang 1002 0.45 484 48.30 518 51.70 

5 Newar 2446 1.11 1221 49.92 1225 50.08 

6 Rai 210 0.10 111 52.86 99 47.14 

7 Gurung 3057 1.38 1475 48.25 1582 51.75 

8 Limbu 42 0.02 16 38.10 26 61.90 

9 Dhanuk 17 0.01 5 29.41 12 70.59 

10 Sherpa 140 0.06 74 52.86 66 47.14 

11 Gharti\Bhujel 490 0.22 235 47.96 255 52.04 

12 Kumal 354 0.16 173 48.87 181 51.13 

13 Rajbansi 318 0.14 165 51.89 153 48.11 

14 Sunuwar 7 0.00 4 57.14 3 42.86 

15 Majhi 136 0.06 80 58.82 56 41.18 

16 Danuwar 20 0.01 11 55.00 9 45.00 

17 Chepang(Praja) 38 0.02 20 52.63 18 47.37 

18 Santhal\Sattar 7 0.00 2 28.57 5 71.43 

19 Jhagar\Dhagar 7 0.00 3 42.86 4 57.14 

20 Gangai 11 0.00 0 0.00 11 100.00 

21 Dhimal 23 0.01 10 43.48 13 56.52 

22 Bhote 16 0.01 7 43.75 9 56.25 

23 Yakkha 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 

24 Bote 16 0.01 6 37.50 10 62.50 

25 Jirel 6 0.00 4 66.67 2 33.33 

26 Adibasi\Janajati 33 0.01 18 54.55 15 45.45 

27 Meche 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 

28 Lepcha 2 0.00 1 50.00 1 50.00 

29 Kisan 7 0.00 3 42.86 4 57.14 

30 Raji 485 0.22 231 47.63 254 52.37 

31 Raute 14 0.01 7 50.00 7 50.00 

32 Kuswadiya\Patharkatta 15 0.01 9 60.00 6 40.00 

33 Thami 5 0.00 2 40.00 3 60.00 

  Total  220970 100.00 111381 50.41 109589 49.59 
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  Dalit Total % Male % Female  % 

34 Kami 12875 24.48 6358 12.09 6517 12.39 

35 Yadav 6868 13.06 3567 6.78 3301 6.28 

36 Damai\Dholi 6557 12.47 3255 6.19 3302 6.28 

37 Sarki 2297 4.37 1156 2.20 1141 2.17 

38 Teli 587 1.12 287 0.55 300 0.57 

39 Chamar\Harijan\Ram 3043 5.79 1643 3.12 1400 2.66 

40 Koiri 109 0.21 47 0.09 62 0.12 

41 Kurmi 1272 2.42 703 1.34 569 1.08 

42 Dusadh\Paswan\Pasi 1238 2.35 649 1.23 589 1.12 

43 Sonar 5953 11.32 2892 5.50 3061 5.82 

44 Kewat 174 0.33 97 0.18 77 0.15 

45 Dhobi 423 0.80 217 0.41 206 0.39 

46 Nuniya 391 0.74 197 0.37 194 0.37 

47 Kalwar 262 0.50 143 0.27 119 0.23 

48 Hajam\Thakur 531 1.01 273 0.52 258 0.49 

49 Kanu 47 0.09 25 0.05 22 0.04 

50 Sudhi 32 0.06 16 0.03 16 0.03 

51 Lohar 666 1.27 331 0.63 335 0.64 

52 Badhae 19 0.04 11 0.02 8 0.02 

53 Bhediyar\Gaderi 401 0.76 217 0.41 184 0.35 

54 Nurang 327 0.62 181 0.34 146 0.28 

55 Darai 82 0.16 41 0.08 41 0.08 

56 Chidimar 3496 6.65 1844 3.51 1652 3.14 

57 Mali 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 0.00 

58 Bangali 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 0.00 

59 Dom 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 0.00 

60 Gaine 317 0.60 168 0.32 149 0.28 

61 Badi 517 0.98 243 0.46 274 0.52 

62 Halkhor 2 0.00 2 0.00 0 0.00 

63 Punjabi\Sikh 1 0.00 1 0.00 0 0.00 

64 Unidentified Dalit 3238 6.16 1597 3.04 1641 3.12 

65 Unidentified Caste 867 1.65 441 0.84 426 0.81 

  Total  52595 100.00 26602 50.58 25993 49.42 
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  Chhetri\Bahun and other Total % Male % Female % 

65 Chhetri 40681 37.29 20165 18.49 20516 18.81 

66 Mallah 877 0.80 473 0.43 404 0.37 

67 Brahman - hill 36163 33.15 17928 16.44 18235 16.72 

68 Muslim 11569 10.61 6055 5.55 5514 5.05 

69 Thakuri 9384 8.60 4660 4.27 4724 4.33 

70 Sanyasi 3156 2.89 1600 1.47 1556 1.43 

71 Brahman - Tarai 3314 3.04 1691 1.55 1623 1.49 

72 Baniya 1118 1.02 615 0.56 503 0.46 

73 Kumhar 60 0.06 25 0.02 35 0.03 

74 Haluwai 25 0.02 10 0.01 15 0.01 

75 Rajput 328 0.30 199 0.18 129 0.12 

76 Kayastha 441 0.40 214 0.20 227 0.21 

77 Marwadi 38 0.03 20 0.02 18 0.02 

78 Barae 113 0.10 65 0.06 48 0.04 

79 Kahar 47 0.04 25 0.02 22 0.02 

80 Lodha 1688 1.55 881 0.81 807 0.74 

81 Rajbhar 82 0.08 46 0.04 36 0.03 

  Total  109084 100.00 54672 50.12 54412 49.88 
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Table- 2, Gender and ethnic disaggregated data of Bardaya District. 
S.N. Ethnic Total % Male % Female % 

1 Chhentel 1 0.00 0 0 1 100 

2 Magar 10767 4.87 5342 49.61 5425 50.39 

3 Tharu 201276 91.09 101662 50.51 99614 49.49 

4 Tamang 1002 0.45 484 48.30 518 51.70 

5 Newar 2446 1.11 1221 49.92 1225 50.08 

6 Rai 210 0.10 111 52.86 99 47.14 

7 Gurung 3057 1.38 1475 48.25 1582 51.75 

8 Limbu 42 0.02 16 38.10 26 61.90 

9 Dhanuk 17 0.01 5 29.41 12 70.59 

10 Sherpa 140 0.06 74 52.86 66 47.14 

11 Gharti\Bhujel 490 0.22 235 47.96 255 52.04 

12 Kumal 354 0.16 173 48.87 181 51.13 

13 Rajbansi 318 0.14 165 51.89 153 48.11 

14 Sunuwar 7 0.00 4 57.14 3 42.86 

15 Majhi 136 0.06 80 58.82 56 41.18 

16 Danuwar 20 0.01 11 55.00 9 45.00 

17 Chepang(Praja) 38 0.02 20 52.63 18 47.37 

18 Santhal\Sattar 7 0.00 2 28.57 5 71.43 

19 Jhagar\Dhagar 7 0.00 3 42.86 4 57.14 

20 Gangai 11 0.00 0 0.00 11 100.00 

21 Dhimal 23 0.01 10 43.48 13 56.52 

22 Bhote 16 0.01 7 43.75 9 56.25 

23 Yakkha 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 

24 Bote 16 0.01 6 37.50 10 62.50 

25 Jirel 6 0.00 4 66.67 2 33.33 

26 Adibasi\Janajati 33 0.01 18 54.55 15 45.45 

27 Meche 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 

28 Lepcha 2 0.00 1 50.00 1 50.00 

29 Kisan 7 0.00 3 42.86 4 57.14 

30 Raji 485 0.22 231 47.63 254 52.37 

31 Raute 14 0.01 7 50.00 7 50.00 

32 Kuswadiya\Patharkatta 15 0.01 9 60.00 6 40.00 

33 Thami 5 0.00 2 40.00 3 60.00 

  Total 220970 100.00 
11138

1 50.41 109589 49.59 
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  Dalit Total % Male % Female % 

34 Kami 12875 24.48 6358   6517   

35 Yadav 6868 13.06 3567   3301   

36 Damai\Dholi 6557 12.47 3255   3302   

37 Sarki 2297 4.37 1156   1141   

38 Teli 587 1.12 287   300   

39 Chamar\Harijan\Ram 3043 5.79 1643   1400   

40 Koiri 109 0.21 47   62   

41 Kurmi 1272 2.42 703   569   

42 Dusadh\Paswan\Pasi 1238 2.35 649   589   

43 Sonar 5953 11.32 2892   3061   

44 Kewat 174 0.33 97   77   

45 Dhobi 423 0.80 217   206   

46 Nuniya 391 0.74 197   194   

47 Kalwar 262 0.50 143   119   

48 Hajam\Thakur 531 1.01 273   258   

49 Kanu 47 0.09 25   22   

50 Sudhi 32 0.06 16   16   

51 Lohar 666 1.27 331   335   

52 Badhae 19 0.04 11   8   

53 Bhediyar\Gaderi 401 0.76 217   184   

54 Nurang 327 0.62 181   146   

55 Darai 82 0.16 41   41   

56 Chidimar 3496 6.65 1844   1652   

57 Mali 1 0.00 0   1   

58 Bangali 1 0.00 0   1   

59 Dom 1 0.00 0   1   

60 Gaine 317 0.60 168   149   

61 Badi 517 0.98 243   274   

62 Halkhor 2 0.00 2   0   

63 Punjabi\Sikh 1 0.00 1   0   

64 Unidentified Dalit 3238 6.16 1597   1641   

65 Unidentified Caste 867 1.65 441   426   

  Total 52595 
100.0

0 26602       
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  Chhetri\Bahun and other Total % Male % Female  

65 Chhetri 40681   20165   20516  

66 Mallah 877   473   404  

67 Brahman - hill 36163   17928   18235  

68 Muslim 11569   6055   5514  

69 Thakuri 9384   4660   4724  

70 Sanyasi 3156   1600   1556  

71 Brahman - Tarai 3314   1691   1623  

72 Baniya 1118   615   503  

73 Kumhar 60   25   35  

74 Haluwai 25   10   15  

75 Rajput 328   199   129  

76 Kayastha 441   214   227  

77 Marwadi 38   20   18  

78 Barae 113   65   48  

79 Kahar 47   25   22  

80 Lodha 1688   881   807  

81 Rajbhar 82   46   36  

  Total 109084   54672   54412  
 
Source: CBS, 2001 Kathmandu 
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Annex-2 
Meeting minuets 
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