Bi-Annual Field Report, Rupandehi
1% January- 30" June 2007

Background

Empowerment and Inclusion of Janajati Women (Elprdject has been implementing district
level activities through Thakali Mahila Sang in Ruogdehi district. Based on the project
document the EIJW supported to form the allianak Mational Indigenous Women’s Federation
District Coordination Council (NIWF-DCC). NIWF-DC@nd alliance has organized several
activities at district level since the implemertatiof project from T January-36 June, 2007 to
advocate the indigenous women's issues/problemsfiéd at local level.

Representatives from 13 organizations are membgemdistrict level alliance. The alliance
organized three interaction program on indigenousmen’s rights and one training for
indigenous women to raise awareness on constiags@mbly process. In total 174 participants
participated in the various programs. The actsitiof the alliance have been supporting
indigenous women in the following areas:

1. Indigenous women are getting exposure and oppitigs to participate in several activities
being held in the district.

2. Indigenous women at local level are being empeweas the different awareness raising
activities have been undertaken in Rupandehi distri

3. Local media have widely covered the activitiedltwF-DCC.

4. Local development officer (LDO) has made comreiithat indigenous women would be

included in the women specific district budget amgng days.

5. Similarly, political leaders from eight-partyiahce have shown their commitments that they
would include (give place) potential (able) indiges women in their respective party.

Population

According to the CBS, 2001 about 38 indigenous comities are found in Rupandehi district
(see the table-2, annex-1). Table 1- shows that,tokal population of Rupandehi district is
7,08,419 (male 3,60,773 and female 3,46,868) amdicepopulation is 1,88,777 (male 9,36,29
and female 9,51,48). There is high majority of haMagar, Newar etc among the indigenous
communities.

Table- 1, Caste/ethnic and gender disaggregatedadd Rupandehi,

Caste Total % Male % Female %

Ethnic 188777 27 93629 13.22 95148 13.43
Dalit 275446 39 143209.0 20.22 131459 18.56
Chhetri/Bahun and
others 244196 34 123935 17.49 120261 16.98
Total 708419 100 360773 50.93 346868 48.96

Source: CBS, 2001, Kathmandu



Output 3: NIWF member organisations have launched mpowerment and advocacy
activities at the district level.

Activity: 3.1 Formation of alliance/network of district-levekivil society organisations
addressing Janajati women'’s rights

3.1.1. NIWF-District Coordination Council formation

Based on the project document 3.1 NIWF organized theeting of NIWF's member

organization and Nepal Magar Women Association'seg&d Secretary Ganga Khasu (NIWF
public relation secretary) formed the NIFWF-Distr@@oordination Council (NIWF-DCC) on 8-

10-2063 in Butwal. Indigenous women from about 3Jferknt indigenous communities

participated in the NIWF-DCC formation. The megtitecided to form the NIWF-DCC and
NIWF-DCC will form the district level alliance. Howing are the members of NIWF-DCC of
Rupandehi.

NIWF District Coordination Council(NIWF- DCC)and Alliance members Rupandehi

S.N. | Name of members Designation Organization
1 Tara Thapa Chairperson

2 Nan Chhntyal Voice chairperson

3 Krisna Kumari Chaudhari Secretary

4 Junu Gauchan Treasurer

5 Gyanu Ligal Member

6 Indira Lama Member

7 Parbati Gurung Member

EIJW Project Executive Director briefed on the podj (output, indicators, and activities),
process of alliance formation, role, responsileditof NIWF-DCC and alliance members. The
alliance member will identify the women rights adsoy issues /problems and it will also
identify the methodology to address the issues@&meg indigenous women's righEs.
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Participants of aIIiancmeeting in Rupandehi digtt, March 2007



NIWF E.D. briefing about alliance formation process Rupandehi district, March, 2007

3.1.2. Alliance

NIWF-DCC organized one day interactive meeting dorf the district level alliance (see the
meeting minute, annex-2). The alliance will advecah indigenous women's rights in district
level. Representatives from seven indigenous p&omeganization participated in alliance
formation meeting. The alliance member will advec#te indigenous peoples and women's
rights in the local level. Following are the namk afliance member and their respective

organizations.

Alliance members name and organization of Rupahd

Gyanedra Pun

Nepal Indigenous Student's Federatio

Deepak Gauchan

1 Tara Thapa Magar NIWF (National Indigenous Woradtéderation)

2 Maya Gurung NEFIN (Nepal Federation of Indigendlationalities)
3 Bhim Gurung ANIJ (Association of Nepalese Inaiges Journalist)
4

5

Association of Adivasi Janajatithio




3.2 Organisation of alliance/network meetings to idefytidistrict-level advocacy issues and
methods.

3.2 First quarter, district level alliance meeting

Based on the project document 3.2, NIWF- DCC atidrale member organized first district
level alliance meeting to identify the advocacyuess of indigenous women and method for
advocacy and lobby (see the alliance meeting mjinatenex-2). Following are the

issues/problems and method identified by the mgetin

Key issues/ problems

Lack of access to development.

Lack of participation in decision-making and polidgvelopment.

Lack of awareness on indigenous women rights andtitaent assembly.

Lack of information on development issues.

Lack of conservation/development of indigenous wometraditional skills and
knowledge.
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Method

The Alliance meeting decided to organize one dagraction program to lobby and advocacy
with (LDO, CDO) local line agencies and developmagéncies on indigenous women's rights.
The meeting also decided to organize one day's emgas raising training/ coaching on

constituent assembly and reservation for indigewearsien to advocate the indigenous women's
rights.

3.3Launching of district level advocacy as per theuss and methods identified in 3.2

3.3.1. Interaction programon 'Access to local resources and development of indayes
women.

Based on the project document, output 3, activi® (3anuary-March, 2007) first quarter, the
NIWF-DCC and alliance organized one-day interacfioogramon ‘Access to local resources
and development of indigenous women' ¢h0-1-2064) The program's main objective was
lobby and advocacy with local line agencies andtipal parties on indigenous women's rights.
The paper was presented by Mss. Junu Gauchan. Ag®uarticipants participated in the
program (see the interaction participant minutenexr?). The chief gust was Local
Development Officer (LDO) of Rupandehi Districtchd line agencies and eight political party's
members, civil society, journalist and differentadb organization's member also participated in
the interactive program.

Participants in the interaction program ilRupandehi



Objective of the interactive

To lobby and advocacy with local government/ ligeracies and political party.
To raise awareness on indigenous women on théitsrgnd build advocacy skills.

To get information on women development and indigesndevelopment programs in the
district.

To facilitate the access of Indigenous women's tde/apportunities to participate in
local development programs.

Output

The LDO, CDO and eight party members expressed ¢oment to support NIWF-DCC
and alliance member on programs related to indigemeomen rights.

Local indigenous women got opportunities

Increased awareness of alliance members on indigemomen's rights.

Indigenous women'’s issues/problems were highlighielbcal media.

Article published in local daily



Article published in local daily



Il. Interaction on Constituent Assembly

Indigenous women's participation in interaction pgvam

3.3.2. Interaction program on
Assembly"

, Reservation for Indigenous Women and Constituent

NIWF-DCC and alliance organized one day (11-11-206#raction program to raise awareness
among indigenous women onRé&servation for Indigenous Women and Constituent
Assembly”. About Forty-five indigenous women from differentdigenous communities
participated in the interaction program (see thraction program minute, annex-2)The
program's main objective was to raise awarenessngniadigenous women on constituent
assembly and they will able to lobby and advocaittk political parties.

Objectives

To create awareness on constituent assembly.

To build capacity of Indigenous women to lobby adl¢ocacy for their rights.
Output

- Awareness created on constituent assembly.

Submitted the proposal in District Development Cdttern for conducting program on
constituent assembly.
Increased awareness for participation in politgaity's and development policy.



Article published in the local daily

3.2 0rganisation of alliance/network meetings to idefytidistrict-level advocacy issues and
methods.

3.2 Second quarter- alliance meeting (identify thessues and method)

Based on the project document, Output 3, activity RIWF-DCC and alliance members
organized the second alliance meeting to identily &advocacy issues and methods (see the
meeting minuet, annex-3). The alliance meetingtified following issues and method:

Issues

Lack of capacity of indigenous women to advocatd kbby on indigenous women's
rights.

Need to develop capacity/knowledge of NIWF-DCC alidince members on constituent
assembly and indigenous women rights.

Method:

The alliance meeting decided to conduct trainingébing on constituent assembly and
indigenous women's rights.



3.3Launching of district level advocacy as per tissues and methods identified in 3.2
Training on Constituent Assembly (Second quarter)

NIWF-DCC and alliance members organized two daynitng on "Constituent Assembly &
Rights of Indigenous Women" from 26 to 27 Jestl@g42 Altogether 44 women participants
from different indigenous communities took parttire training (see the training participant
minute, annex-2). As Thakali Mahila Sangh is resae for Rupandehi district, chairperson of
Thakali Mahila Sangh as well as NIWF, Mrs. Bhugbe&han went to manage, participate in
the training and monitor all the activities conartby alliance till date. She participated in the
meeting with NIWF-DCC and alliance members. She aisited the DDC and CDO office to
coordinate and network with local line agenciese $aised queries regarding the budget of
district that is allocated to indigenous women. Acate Ms Rampyari Sunuwaar was given the
responsibility from the centre to facilitate thaifiing and to make it more effective.

Objective of the training:

1. To inform indigenous women on constituent assgemb
2. To raise awareness among indigenous women a1rigigs.

3. To train indigenous women for their participatio policymaking & decision making level.
Content of the Training:

What is constitution? Inclusive democracy & papation of indigenous women's in
development.

Constituent Assembly & restructuring of the state.

Provision of Interim Constitutio& indigenous women's rights.

Election process of constituent assembly.

Role of indigenous women in constituent assembly.

Method
Group work
Lecture
Group discussion and paper presentation

Outcome of the training:

It was an opportunity for indigenous women to ustherd clearly on constituent
assembly.

It helped to raise awareness on indigenous wonggmsti

Indigenous women got to know on how each indigenmuamunity can ensure their
representation in the CA.

Trainees will be conducting training on constitueassembly at their respective
organization in the near future.



Article published in the local daily



Participants in the Constituent Assembly Training



Participants interacting during the training



Annex-1

Population
Table- 2, Gender and ethnic disaggregated data ofupandehi District

S.N. Caste Total % Male % Female %
1 Yakkha 47 0 25 53.19 22| 46.81
2 Walung 306 0 161 52.61 145 47.39
3 Tharu 74,888 40 37,676 50.31 37,2120  49.69
4 Thami 2 0 - - 2 100.00
5 Thakali 1,056 1 503 47.63 553 52.37
6 Tamang 1,117 1 615 55.06 5020 4494
7 Tajpuriya 2 0 - - 2| 100.00
8 Sunuwar 317 0 159 50.16 158 49.84
9 Sherpa 487 0 263 54.00 224 46.00
10 Santhal\Sattar 36 0 19 52.78 17 47.22
11 Raji 18 0 6 33.33 12| 66.67
12 Rajbansi 24 0 16 66.67 8 33.33
13 Rai 1,092 1 584 53.48 508 46.52
14 Newar 15,767 8 7,945 50.39 7,822 49.61
15 Meche 26 0 13 50.00 13 50.00
16 Majhi 1,717 1 911 53.06 806 46.94
17 Magar 62,248 33 29,879 48.00 32,369 52.00
18 Limbu 2,251 1 1,210 53.75 1,041 46.25
19 Lepcha 1 0 - - 1 100.00
20 Kuswadiya\Patharkatta| 49 0 23 46.94 26) 53.06
21 Kusunda 1 0 1 100.00 - 0.00
22 Kumal 3,477 2 1,837 52.83 1,640 47.17
23 Jirel 3 0 3 100.00 - 0.00
24 Jhagar\Dhagar 6 0 2 33.33 4 66.67
25 Gurung 19,793 10 9,663 48.82 10,130 51.18




26 Ghart\Bhujli 2,649 1 1,379 52.06 1,270 47.94
27 Gangai 28 0 17 60.71 11  39.29
28 Dura 7 0 5 71.43 2| 28.57
29 Dhimal 55 0 45 81.82 10 18.18
30 Dhanuk 50 0 29 58.00 21 42.00
31 Darai 67 0 32 47.76 35 52.24
32 Danuwar 24 0 9 37.50 15 62.50
33 Chhantel 199 0 90 45.23 109] 54.77
34 Chepang((Praja) 6 0 3 50.00 3 50.00
35 Bote 34 0 16 47.06 18 52.94
36 Bhote 920 0 487 52.93 433  47.07
37 Hayu 1 0 1 100.00 - 0.00
38 Adabasi\Janajati 6 0 2 33.33 4 66.67
Total 188,777 100 93,629 49.60 95,148 50.40
Dalit Total % Male % Female %
40 Yadav 54486 19.78 28489 10.34 2599y 9.44
41 Damai\Dholi 7562 2.75 3660 1.33 3902 1.42
42 Sarki 2908 1.06 1475 0.54 1433 0.52
43 Teli 11271 4.09 5869 2.13 5402 1.96
44 Chamar\Harijan\Ram 27697 10.06 14425 5.24 13272 4.82
45 Koiri 7803 2.83 4079 1.48 3724 1.35
46 Kurmi 15912 5.78 8430 3.06 7482 2.72
47 Musahar 1234 0.45 622 0.23 612 0.22
48 Dusadh\Paswan\Pasi 10711 3.89 5562 2.02 5149 7 1.8
49 Sonar 6987 2.54 3391 1.23 3596 1.31
50 Kewat 21391 7.77 11188 4.06 10203 3.70
51 Baniya 12375 4.49 6534 2.37, 5841 2.12
52 Mallah 11371 4.13 5976 2.17 5395 1.96
53 Kalwar 5119 1.86 2726 0.99 2393 0.87
54 Hajam\Thakur 5396 1.96 2800 1.02 2596 0.94
55 Kanu 163 0.06 87 0.03 76 0.03
56 Sudhi 430 0.16 220 0.08 210 0.08
57 Lohar 3387 1.23 1788 0.65 1599 0.58
58 Tatma 33 0.01 16 0.01 17 0.01
59 Khatwe 125 0.05 60 0.02 65 0.02
60 Dhobi 8937 3.24 4686 1.70 4251 1.54
61 Nuniya 3808 1.38 2049 0.74 1759 0.64
62 Badhae 2303 0.84 1219 0.44 1084 0.39
63 Barae 4062 1.47 2148 0.78 1914 0.69




64 Kahar 8355 3.03 4361 1.58 3994 1.45
65 Lodha 20480 7.44 10779 3.91 9701 3.52
66 Rajbhar 3311 1.20 1719 0.62 1592 0.58
67 Bhediyar\Gaderi 36 0.01 18 0.01 18 0.01
68 Nurang 180 0.07 97 0.04 83 0.03
69 Chidimar 181 0.07 89 0.03 92 0.03
70 Mali 350 0.13 175 0.06 175 0.06
71 Dom 94 0.03 47 0.02 47 0.02
72 Gaine 198 0.07 95 0.03 103 0.04
73 Badi 27 0.01 15 0.01 12 0.00
74 Halkhor 11 0.00 5 0.00 6 0.00
75 Byangsi 8 0.00 2 0.00 6 0.00
76 Koche 5 0.00 1 0.00 4 0.00
77 Dhunia 133 0.05 61 0.02 72 0.03
78 Kami 14974 5.44 7402 2.69 7572 2.75
79 Jaine 19 0.01 9 0.00 10 0.00
Unidentified Dalit 1613 0.59 835 0.30 778 0.28
Total 275446 100.00 143209 51.99 131459 48.011
80 Chhetri\Bahun and other Total % Male % Female %
81 Marwadi 595 0.24 345 0.14 250 0.10
82 Chhetri 41164 16.86 20571 8.42 20593 8.43
83 Brahman - hill 107643 44.08 53886 22.07 53757 .0p2
84 Muslim 62854 25.74 32624 13.3p 3023( 12.38
85 Sanyasi 3253 1.33 1640 0.67 1613 0.66
86 Brahman - Tarai 9494 3.89 5043 2.0Y 4451 1.82
87 Kumhar 287 0.12 169 0.07 118 0.05
88 Haluwai 473 0.19 254 0.10 219 0.09
89 Rajput 795 0.33 420 0.17 375 0.15
90 Kayastha 1652 0.68 855 0.35 797 0.33
91 Punjabi\Sikh 26 0.01 11 0.00 15 0.01
92 Sanyasi 8373 3.43 4318 1.77 4055 1.66
93 Thakuri 7329 3.00 3657 1.50 3672 1.50
94 Bangali 199 0.08 112 0.05 87 0.04
Churaute 59 0.02 30 0.01 29 0.01
Total 244196 100.00 123935 50.75 120261 49.26

Source: CBS, 2001, Kathmandu, Nepal



Annex-2
Meeting minute






Meeting minute of alliance meeting for identificain of issues and problems of Janajati
women at district-level.















Meeting minute of NIWF-DCC,Rupandehi






Alliance meeting minute for conducting interactioprogram









Participants at the Interactive Program.






Participants at constituent assembly training


















