
 1

 
Bi-Annual Field Report, Dhankuta District 

January- June 2007 
 
 
Background  
Empowerment Inclusion Janajati Women (EIJW) Project has been launching district-level 
activities in Dhankuta district through NIWF-member organization, Kirat Yakthung Maangena 
Chumlung, Central Committee; Kathmandu is responsible for the overall activities of the Dhankuta 
district. So the organization has been supervising and monitoring the district programs.  
 
Based on the project document the organization has been lunching district level activities to 
advocate the indigenous women’s rights.  EIJW project have also been supporting local activities 
such as; to form alliance, to identify the issues and method. The alliance and NIWF-DCC member 
have organized interaction/workshop program to sensitize  the local stakeholders and conducted 
training/coaching program  for local indigenous women to aware on their rights. A total of 130 
participants participated in the training and workshop.  
 
According to the information and alliance reports following are the achievement:  
 

�  District Development Committee (DDC) has funded Rs. 75,000 to aware and 
sensitize the indigenous women at the district level.  

�  Wide –media coverage of the NIWF-DCC, Dhankuta. 
�  Indigenous women are getting the opportunity to participate in meeting at the 

decision-making level. The local line agencies and political parties invite NIWF-
DCC, Dhankuta to participate in their meetings. 

�  The project has been creating awareness among the local indigenous women about 
indigenous women's rights.    

  
Population  
According to Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), 2001 the total population is 1, 66,478. Table-1, 
shows that the total population of male is 81,840 (49.15 percent) and the total population of female 
is 84,638 (50.84 percent). The total population of Adibasi Janajati is 1, 05,686 (male 51,607 and 
female 5, 40, 79). About 29 Adivasi Janajati communities are found in Dhankuta district (see 
table-1, annex-1). Rai, Limbu, Magar and Yakkha indigenous communities' population is higher 
than other indigenous population (see annex-1).  
  

Table 1.Caste/ethnic and gender disaggregated   data of  Dhankuta ,district 
Caste Total % Male % Female % 

 Ethnic 105686   
5160

7 
48.8

3 
5407

9 51.17 
Others Bahun/Chhetri and Dalit 

etc.) 60492   
3023

3 
49.7

3 
3055

9 50.27 

Total 166178   
8184

0 
98.5

6 
8463

8 
101.4

4 
 Source: CBS, 2001 Kathmandu Nepal,  
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Based on the census about 84,638 (50.84%) indigenous women's population will be covered by 
policy /advocacy issues. If the local government positively responses or addresses the policy 
advocacy issues of indigenous women's rights about 50.84 percent indigenous women will get 
benefit and opportunities in the future.     
 
2. District level alliance 
 
Output 3: NIWF member organisations have launched empowerment and advocacy activities at 

the district level. 
Activities- 
 3.1 Formation of alliance/network of district-level civil society organizations addressing Janajati 
women’s rights 
 
a. National Indigenous Women's Federation District Coordination Council , Dhankuta 

(NIWF- DCC) 
The EIJW project supported to form the NIWF District Coordination Council (NIWF-DCC) in 
Dhankuta district. Indigenous women from nine indigenous organizations have been representing 
their organizations in NIWF-DCC, Dhankuta. The NIWF-DCC members have supported to form 
the alliance/network in District level. They have been working on indigenous women's rights. 
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Figure-1 shows the structure of NIWF-DCC, Dhankuta-

 
 

Table-2 Name and Designation of members of NIWF-DCC (Indigenous Women's Alliance) 
Dhankuta district 

SN Name of member Designations Organisations  

1 Anjana Tamly  Chairperson Yakkha Chhumma  (Women )Association 
2 Purna Khadgi  Voice chairperson Khadgi Sewa Samittee ( Newar Women) 
3 Kalpana Magar Secretary Nepal Magar Women Association District 

Committee  
4 Bimala Chemjong Treasure Kirat Yakthung Mangena Chumlung 
5 Nirmala Chemjong Member Kirat Yakthung Mangena Chumlung 
6 Tulasa Tamly Member Yakkha Chhumma  (Women )Association 
7 Lal Kumari Rai Member Nepal Kirat (Rai) Mahila Sang 
8 Bisnu Limbu Member Kirat Yakthung Mangena Chumlung 
9 Ganga Limbu Member Kirat Yakthung Mangena Chumlung 

Source: NIWF district coordination council Dankuta, 2007. 
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b. District level alliance  
 
District level alliance/network has formed to address the indigenous women's rights in Dhankuta 
district. Members of ten local civil society organization's working on Janajati women's rights have 
been representing their organizations in district level alliance/network.  The NEFIN district council 
members and Kirant Yakthung Chumlung district committee have supported to organize the 
district level alliance meeting and NIFW-DCC meeting.  Following are the name list and structure 
of alliance:   
 

Table-3, Alliance members of Dhankuta 
S.N Alliance members 

name 
Organization 

1 Anjana Tamly National Indigenous Women's Federation Coordination 
Council 

2 Sharda Santosi Rai Indigenous Lawyers  Association   

3 Shukhakla Rai Association of Nepalese  Indigenous Journalist (ANIJ) 

4 Yalina Hingmang Dalit Women Organisation (FEDO) 
5 Bishnukala Rai NGO Federation  
6 Jayantee Rai Sahayatri Mahila Samuha (Community Based Organisation ) 
7 Tika Bhandari Civil Society  
8 Kamala Tamang  Aama Samuha  
9 Amrita Rai Samudayik Chetana R Bikaskalagi Mahila Sanchar Samuh 
10 Chairperson  NEFIN district Coordination Council  

  
Source:  NIWF-DCC Report, March 2007, Dhankuta district 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figur-2 Structure of district level alliance of Dhankuta  
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The alliance meeting was organized by NIWF- DCC,Dhankuta and NEFIN district coordination 
council. About 50 participant participated in the alliance formation meeting (see the name list of 
participants, annex-2).  The Executive Director of NIWF briefed on project document 
(objective/output, indicators, activities), process of alliance formation, role, responsibilities of 
NIWF- DCC and alliance members. The alliance meeting also discussed on issues of Janajati 
women's rights.   
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Alliance and NIWF -DCC formation meeting in Dhankuta (18 January, 2007) 

 

 
 
 NIWF-DCC members and participants with Executive Director of NIWF in Dhankuta (18 
January, 2007)   
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3.2 Organisation of alliance/network meetings to identify district-level advocacy issues and 

methods. 
 
First quarter- alliance meeting (Identify the issues and methods) 
 
Based on the project document, Output 3, activity 3.2 the NIWF -DCC, Dhankuta and alliance 
members organised one day interactive meeting to identify the advocacy issues and method at the  
district level. The   meeting identified indigenous women's advocacy issues and method. About 39 
participants participated in the meeting (see the meeting minute, annex -2). Following are the issues 
of Janajati women identified by alliance's meeting:   
 

1. The Janajati women were excluded by development program.  
2. They are not aware on constitution assembly process.  
3. Lack of information on development program. 
4. Lack of Janajati women's participation in decision-making level. 
5. Excluded by education scholarship and development opportunities. 
6. Lack of preservation and promotion of indigenous women's skill and knowledge. 
7. Lack of access to decisions-making and development opportunities. 
8. Lack of information on policy, planning and development activities. 
9. Lack of leadership in political and decision-making level. 
10. Lack of awareness on present political situation. 
11. Lack of knowledge on leadership and empowerment.      

 
The interactive meeting also identified methods to lobby and advocacy indigenous women's rights 
and issues. Following are the method for lobby/advocacy for indigenous women's rights: 
 

·  Lobby and advocacy with local government line agencies.  
·  Awareness training for indigenous women's rights and leadership 
·  Wall painting and rally to pressure local government and political parties for social 

inclusion. 
·  Interactive workshop on indigenous women and development.  
·  Publication and press campaign.  
·  Proposal submission to District Development Committee (DDC) on women development. 
 

 
 
3.3 Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified in 3.2 
 
NIWF-DCC and alliance have organized the different level activities to address the indigenous 
women's issues. They also participated in indigenous movement  to address the indigenous people's 
issues at the local- level. Following are the activities organized by NIWF-DCC in Dhankuta 
District.  
 
 
1. Interaction program with local government on indigenous women's rights   
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The NIWF-DCC and alliance member have organized one day interaction program on 15-12-2063 
title 'Sarokarwala Nikayama Janajati Mahilako Pahuch'.  Following were the objectives of the 
one day interaction program: 
 

·  To share the indigenous women's advocacy issues/problems with stakeholders.   
·  To pressurize local government and line agencies to support indigenous women 

development. 
·  To pressurize political parties to for inclusion of indigenous women in decision-making 

level.  
 
 
At the interaction program's Chief Guest was Mr. Nawaraj Upadhyay, CDO (Chief District 
Officer). The officers of local government line agencies, members of political parties and member 
of different organizations also participated in the interactive workshop.   About 30 participants 
participated in the workshop (see the participant name list, annex-2).  
 
 The chair person of NIWF-DCC, Anjana Tamli presented local issues and problems of indigenous 
women. She also requested local government, line agencies and political parties to support NIWF-
DCC to address advocacy issues and problems of Janajati women in local level.    

 
 

Outcome of the workshop   
 

·  The CDO, LDO, local line agencies and political party's members gave their 
commitment to support the indigenous women's program.  

·  The NIWF-DCC submitted the proposal in District Development Committee to conduct 
awareness program on indigenous women on constituent assembly.  

·  The local media and weekly news paper covered the demands and issues of indigenous 
women. 
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Participants at the  interaction program 
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2. Training program on Indigenous Women's Rights and Constituent Assembly   
 
 
The NIWF-DCC have organized one day Training program on 13-12-2063, on Indigenous 
Women's Rights and Constituent Assembly. About 30 participants from NIWF-DCC, Dhankuta and 
alliance members participated (see the participant name list, annex-2).   
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Participants of Training Program on Constituent Assembly 
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Objective of the Training 
·  To create awareness among indigenous women on constituent assembly. 
·  To create awareness among indigenous women's rights and advocacy issues. 
 
Output: 

·  NIWF-DCC and alliance member became aware on indigenous women's rights. 
·  NIWF-DCC and alliance member understood the constituent assembly process. 
·  Indigenous women demand and rights got wide-coverage in the media.   

 

 
Articles published in local dallies on indigenous women's rights  
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3. Preparations  for wall panting to attract the government's attention on indigenous 
women's demand  

 
 
Indigenous women making preparations to write demands of Indigenous women in the 
walls.  
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Indigenous women sticking pamphlets "Demand of indigenous women" on the walls. 
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Indigenous women's rally demanding the fulfillment of indigenous women's rights  
 

 



 16

3.2 Organisation of alliance/network meetings to identify district-level advocacy issues and 
methods. 

 
Second quarter- alliance meeting (Identify the issues and methods) 

 
Based on the project document the NIWF-DCC and alliance members organized one day meeting 
to identify the advocacy issues and method at the district-level (see the meeting minuet, annex-2). 
Following are the issues and method identified by alliance meeting: 

 
Issues  

·  Lack of awareness on constituent assembly and indigenous women’s role. 
·  Lack of information on constituent assembly at local level. 
 

Method  
·  Organize training on constituent assembly to create awareness on indigenous women 

rights so that they can more effectively take part in advocacy activities. 
 
3.3 Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified in 3.2 

 
Training on constituent assembly   

 
NIWF-DCC and alliance members organized two days training on constituent assembly on 2-3 
Jestha, 2064.  Kirat Yakthung Maangena Chumlung managed the training. Advocate Mrs. Shanti 
Kumari Rai was the Trainer while  Mrs. Jaya Hangma Limbu, member of Kirat Yakthung 
Maangena Chumlung facilitated and monitored the program. She also visited the DDC and local 
line agencies to observe the it's co-ordination with NIWF-DCC.  48 participant from different 
organisation’s participated in the training (see the name list of participants, annex-2).  . 

 
Content of the training  

·  Issues of indigenous women’s rights. 
·  What is constituent assembly? 
·  Election process of constituent assembly.  
·  Role of indigenous women in constituent assembly. 

 
Objective of the training 

�  To empower NIWF-DCC and alliance member to conduct the training on constituent 
assembly process at the local level. 

�  To clarify NIWF-DCC and alliance member on the role and responsibilities of 
indigenous people and indigenous women in constituent assembly.  

�  To build up the capacity of NIWF-DCC and alliance members.  
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Participants at the Training 
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ANNEX-1 
Population of Dhankuta  

Table- 1, Gender and ethnic disaggregated data of  Dhankuta District  
S.N. Caste Total % Male % Female % 

1 Magar 16165 15.30 7953 49.20 8212 50.80 
2 Tharu 240 0.23 167 69.58 73 30.42 
3 Tamang 9939 9.40 4766 47.95 5173 52.05 
4 Newar 7740 7.32 3788 48.94 3952 51.06 
5 Rai 38257 36.20 18878 49.35 19379 50.65 
6 Gurung 2003 1.90 994 49.63 1009 50.37 
7 Limbu 22849 21.62 10923 47.81 11926 52.19 
8 Dhanuk 16 0.02 13 81.25 3 18.75 
9 Sherpa 628 0.59 312 49.68 316 50.32 
10 Gharti\Bhujel 1678 1.59 843 50.24 835 49.76 
11 Kumal 23 0.02 14 60.87 9 39.13 
12 Rajbansi 22 0.02 14 63.64 8 36.36 
13 Sunuwar 78 0.07 38 48.72 40 51.28 
14 Majhi 809 0.77 398 49.20 411 50.80 
15 Danuwar 10 0.01 3 30.00 7 70.00 
16 Chepang(praja) 133 0.13 68 51.13 65 48.87 
17 Santhal\Sattar 5 0.00 3 60.00 2 40.00 
18 Gangai 4 0.00 1 25.00 3 75.00 
19 Thami 1 0.00 1 100.00 0 0.00 
20 Dhimal 24 0.02 13 54.17 11 45.83 
21 Bhote 68 0.06 41 60.29 27 39.71 
22 Yakkha 4973 4.71 2367 47.60 2606 52.40 
23 Tajpuriya 1 0.00 1 100.00 0 0.00 
24 Thakali 7 0.01 4 57.14 3 42.86 
25 Bote 3 0.00 0 0.00 3 100.00 
26 Adabasi\Janajati 7 0.01 4 57.14 3 42.86 
27 Raji 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 
29 Raute 2 0.00 0 0.00 2 100.00 

  Total 105686 
100.0

0 51607 48.83 54079 51.17 
 
  Caste Total % Male % Female % 
30 Chhetri 33921 55.80 16761 49.41 17160 50.59 
31 Brahman - hill 10647 17.51 5444 51.13 5203 48.87 
32 Muslim 88 0.14 48 54.55 40 45.45 
33 Kami 5477 9.01 2723 49.72 2754 50.28 
34 Yadav 130 0.21 96 73.85 34 26.15 
35 Damai\Dholi 3471 5.71 1659 47.80 1812 52.20 
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36 Thakuri 647 1.06 315 48.69 332 51.31 
37 Sarki 1968 3.24 1000 50.81 968 49.19 
38 Teli 149 0.25 92 61.74 57 38.26 
39 Chamar\Harijan\Ram 20 0.03 14 70.00 6 30.00 
40 Koiri 44 0.07 15 34.09 29 65.91 
41 Sanyasi 1561 2.57 776 49.71 785 50.29 
42 Dusadh\Paswan\Pasi 3 0.00 2 66.67 1 33.33 
43 Sonar 38 0.06 21 55.26 17 44.74 
44 Kewat 4 0.01 2 50.00 2 50.00 
45 Brahman - Tarai 49 0.08 27 55.10 22 44.90 
46 Baniya 101 0.17 47 46.53 54 53.47 
47 Mallah 4 0.01 0 0.00 4 100.00 
48 Kalwar 11 0.02 6 54.55 5 45.45 
49 Hajam\Thakur 48 0.08 28 58.33 20 41.67 
50 Kanu 6 0.01 5 83.33 1 16.67 
51 Sudhi 11 0.02 4 36.36 7 63.64 
52 Dhobi 2 0.00 0 0.00 2 100.00 
53 Nuniya 1 0.00 1 100.00 0 0.00 
54 Kumhar 8 0.01 5 62.50 3 37.50 
55 Haluwai 24 0.04 11 45.83 13 54.17 
56 Rajput 24 0.04 12 50.00 12 50.00 
57 Kayastha 16 0.03 6 37.50 10 62.50 
58 Badhae 1 0.00 1 100.00 0 0.00 
59 Marwadi 33 0.05 21 63.64 12 36.36 
60 Bantar 1 0.00 1 100.00 0 0.00 
61 Rajbhar 1 0.00 1 100.00 0 0.00 
62 Nurang 9 0.01 6 66.67 3 33.33 
63 Darai 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 
64 Bangali 5 0.01 4 80.00 1 20.00 
65 Dom 9 0.01 5 55.56 4 44.44 
66 Gaine 5 0.01 1 20.00 4 80.00 
67 Churaute 5 0.01 5 100.00 0 0.00 
68 Halkhor 4 0.01 2 50.00 2 50.00 
69 Koche 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 
70 Unidentified Dalit 104 0.17 54 51.92 50 48.08 
71 Unidentified Caste 2140 3.52 1012 47.29 1128 52.71 

  Total 60792 
100.0

0 30233 49.73 30559 50.27 
Source : CBS, 2001 
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Annex-2 (Meeting minuet) 
 

1. NIWF-DCC formation meeting( Meeting minute-1) 
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2.Meeting minuet (2) of Alliance formation . 
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  Identified issues and methods concerning indigenous women's rights by the alliance meeting 
(meeting-minute-
3)
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Second quarter- issues and method identified (meeting minute-4) 
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Training on Constituent Assembly (participants list minute-5) 
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