
 

 

Bi-annual Field Report, Palpa 
1st January- 30th June 2007 

 
Background  
 
Empowerment and Inclusion of Janajati Women (EIJW) Project has been implementing it's 
district-level activities in Nawalparasi district through NIWF-member organization ‘Magar 
Mahila Sangh’.  Central Committee of Nepal Magar Mahila Sangh, Kathmandu is responsible for 
the overall activities of the Palpa district. So the organization has been supervising and monitoring 
the district programs.  
 
The local alliance and NIWF-DCC has organized one interaction program with district local line 
agencies, members of the political parties, civil society organizations and one training for local 
indigenous women to raise awareness on their rights. A total of 132 participants have participated 
in the various programs organized so far.  
 
Population  
 
The Magar community has a very high population in Palpa district and other indigenous 
communities found in Palpa are as follows: Newar, Kumal and Bhujel (see table-2, annex-1) . 
According to the CBS of 2001 the total population of Palpa is 2, 40,406 (male1,12,276 and female 
1,28,130) and total population of indigenous people is 1,54,58 (male 7,41,89 and female 8,32,73) 
Following are the caste/ethnic and gender disaggregated data of Palpa.  
 

Table-1, Caste/ethnic and gender disaggregated   data of  Palpa  
Caste Total % Male % Female % 
 Ethnic 157350 65.45 74189 30.83 83273 34.62 
Chhetri/Bahun 79045 32.88 36322 15.11 42723 17.77 
Dalit 4011 1.67 1825 0.76 2186 0.91 
Total 240406 100.00 112276 46.70 128130 53.30 

Source: CBS, 2001 Kathmandu, Nepal 
 
Output 3: NIWF member organisations have launched empowerment and advocacy activities at 

the district level. 
 
Activities 

3.1 Formation of alliance/network of district-level civil society organisations addressing 
Janajati women’s rights. 

 
Alliance  
3.1.1. NIWF-District Coordination Council (NIWF-DCC ) 
 
Based on the project document Output 3, activity 3.1 NEFIN supported to organize one day 
meeting in NEFIN Office, Palpa for the formation of National Indigenous Women's Federation's 
District Co-ordination Council, Palpa in Palpa district. About 23 participants participated in the 
alliance meeting. The participants were from NEFIN, civil society organizations and women from 



 

 

different indigenous community (see the meeting minute, annex-2). The meeting decided to form 
the NIWF-DCC.   Following are the NIWF coordination council members: 
 
 
Table-3, NIWF District Coordination Council members, Palpa 
S.N. Name of members Designations Organization 
1 Saundrya Wati Shakya Chairperson Newa Missa Khala 
2 Lal Kumari Rana Voice chairperson Magar Mahila Sang 
3 Anita Shreenet Secretary  Magar Maliha Sang 
4 Bhagawati Gaha Magar Deputy- secretary   Magar Mahila Sang 
5 Bina Pulami Treasurer  Magar Mahila Sang 
6 Bhisnu Maya Thapa Member Magar Maliha Sang 
7 Rashmi Shakya Member Newa Missa Khala 
8 Sita Kumal Member Kumal Mahila Sang 
9 Hema Bote Member Bote Mahila Sang 

 

 
Participants during meeting for NIWF-DCC formation in Palpa District, March, 2007 
 



 

 

 
Members of NIWF-DCC Palpa, March 2007 
 
3.1.2. District Alliance 
 
 Based on the project document, Output 3,activity 3.1 the NIWF-DCC  organized one day meeting 
to form the district- level alliance to advocate women's rights on 21-11-2063. Members of NIWF-
DCC, NEFIN, NGO federation and other different civil society organizations participated in 
alliance formation meeting (See the meeting minute, annex-1). Following are the alliance members 
of Palpa district: 
 

Table-2,  Alliance members name and organization of  Palpa   
1 Shoundarye Shakya NIWF 
2 Gam B. Thapa Magar NEFIN 
3  L.G. Group 
4  Association of Adibasi Janajati Student 
5  ANIJ 
6  Federation of Journalist   
7  Community Radio Muktinath , Palpa 
8 Namuna Saru Community Radio Madanpokhara,  
9  Shrinagar F.M. Tansen, Palpa 
10  Paschhimanchal F.M. Palpa 

 
3.2 Organisation of alliance/network meetings to identify district-level advocacy issues and 

methods. 
 

Issues and method (First quarter) 
 
Based on the project document 3.2 the alliance and NIWF-DCC organized first quarter one day 
alliance meeting on (4-12-2063) in NEFIN's office. The alliance meeting identified the indigenous 
women's advocacy issues/problem and method to advocate those issues in Palpa district.  
 



 

 

Issues  
·  Lack of participation in decision-making level from grass root to national level. 
·  Lack of participation in political parties. 
·  Lack of participation of indigenous representative in local line agencies and 

development program. 
 

Method  
·  Organise interaction program to create awareness among local line agencies and 

members of political parties on indigenous women's advocacy issues and problems. 
 

 
3.3 Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified in 3.2 
 
Interaction program (First quarter) 
 
The NIWF-DCC and the alliance have organized two days interaction program to advocate/ lobby 
on indigenous women's issues.  
 



 

 

 
Dr.Karna  Bahadur Baniya commenting on presentation paper   
 
 



 

 

 
Indigenous women's participation in interaction program 
 



 

 

 
 NIWF-DCC vice chairperson giving welcome speech 
 
The Local Development Officer (LDO) of District Development Committee (DDC) was the chief 
guest in the interactive program. The paper was presented by NIWF-DCC chairperson, Ms. 
Saundarya Shakya on indigenous women's issues and problems. About 36 participants from 
different organization and eight political party participated in the program (see the participant list 



 

 

minute, annex-2). LDO and political party's members have given commitment to support 
indigenous women in Palpa district.   
 
 
Objective  

·  To lobby and advocacy with local line agencies and political party to address the 
indigenous women's advocacy issues. 

·  To create awareness on indigenous women's issues.  
 
Output  
 

·  DDC and local agencies and political party's member gave commitment to include 
indigenous women in development activities and decision-making process. 

·  NIWF-DCC and alliance member made aware on indigenous women's issues and to how 
to advocate those issues. 

·  NIWF's-DCC’s activities got wide media coverage.   
 
 
3.2 Organisation of alliance/network meetings to identify district-level advocacy issues and 

methods. 
 
Issues and Method (Second -quarter meeting) 
 
Based on the project document, Output 3, activity 3.2 the second quarter meeting was organized by 
NIWF-DCC and alliance .The alliance meeting identified the indigenous women's advocacy issues 
and method. The meeting identified the issues and method which are as follows:  
 
Issues  

·   Need to create awareness among indigenous women and alliance members on constituent 
assembly and role of indigenous women  

Method   
·  Organise training and coaching for NIWF-DCC and alliance member on Constituent 

Assembly and role of Indigenous women. 
 
 
3.3 Launching of district level advocacy as per the issues and methods identified in 3.2 

 
Training on Constituent Assembly (Second -quarter) 

Since the implementation of the project; NIWF-DCC with the assistance of alliance has been 
organizing several activities for the empowerment of local indigenous women. The alliance 
meeting identified the lack of awareness and knowledge regarding constituent assembly as the 
local level issues of indigenous women. Thus, to raise awareness among indigenous women on 
that issue, NIWF-DCC with the support of alliance organized two days training on "Constituent 
Assembly, Issues & Problems" from Jestha 25, 2064 to Jestha 26. To make the training inclusive, 



 

 

participants from almost all of the indigenous communities residing in the district were included in 
the training and the number of participants was altogether 31. (See the training minute) 

As district level activities of NIWF/EIJW are being implemented through member organizations, 
General Secretary of Nepal Magar Mahila Sangh, Ms. Ganga Khasu Magar representing the 
organization participated and managed the training. She also co-facilitated the training and also 
took part in the meeting with alliance members, monitoring of all the activities of NIWF-DCC and 
visited different government offices to get information on development activities being conducted 
by the respective offices and the participation of indigenous women. 

The training was facilitated by Advocate and Ex-general secretary of NIWF; Ms. Rampyari 
Sunuwaar. 

Content of the training: 

·  Definition of Adivasi Janajati. 
·  What are the problems/issues of Adivasi Janajati? 
·  Rights of Adivasi Janajati women. 
·  What is constituent & constituent assembly? Difference between constituent & constituent 

assembly. 
·  Election process of constituent assembly. Role of Adivasi Janajati women to ensure their 

representation in constituent assembly. 

Objective of the training: 

·  To give information about Adivasi Janajati women rights. 
·  To create awareness on Adivasi Janajati women problems and find ways for solutions of 

such problems. 
·  To give information on constituent assembly and its process. 

Outcome of the training: 

·  Local indigenous women got clear idea about their identity. 
·  It was an opportunity for indigenous women to gain knowledge on their issues/problems.  
·  Raised awareness on constitution and constituent assembly. 
·  Indigenous women got the information on the election process of constituent assembly. 
·  Indigenous women gained knowledge on how to conduct training on CA at local-level. 
 

. 

 



 

 

 
 
Participants at constituent assembly training 



 

 

 
Participants at constituent assembly training 
 



 

 

 
 
Articles published in the local daily 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Annex-1 
Population 

 
Table- 2, Gender and ethnic disaggregated data of Palpa District. 
S.N. Caste Total % Male % Female Female% 
1 Magar 136750 86.91 64273 47.00 72477 53.00 
2 Tharu 204 0.13 132 64.71 72 35.29 
3 Tamang 81 0.05 54 66.67 27 33.33 
4 Newar 9706 6.17 4622 47.62 5084 52.38 
5 Rai 275 0.17 137 49.82 138 50.18 
6 Gurung 422 0.27 202 47.87 220 52.13 
7 Limbu 19 0.01 13 68.42 6 31.58 
8 Kurmi 3 0.00 3 100.00 0 0.00 
9 Dhanuk 3 0.00 3 100.00 0 0.00 
10 Sherpa 25 0.02 18 72.00 7 28.00 
11 Gharti\Bhujel 1993 1.27 924 46.36 1069 53.64 
12 Kumal 6013 3.82 2868 47.70 3145 52.30 
13 Sunuwar 646 0.41 296 45.82 350 54.18 
14 Majhi 528 0.34 239 45.27 289 54.73 
15 Danuwar 6 0.00 1 16.67 5 83.33 
16 Chepang(PrajaJ) 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 
17 Santhal\Sattar 31 0.02 14 45.16 17 54.84 
18 Jhagar\Dhagar 1 0.00 0 0.00 1 100.00 
19 Gangai 7 0.00 3 42.86 4 57.14 
20 Dhimal 78 0.05 74 94.87 4 5.13 
21 Bhote 25 0.02 14 56.00 11 44.00 
22 Thakali 154 0.10 73 47.40 81 52.60 
23 Bote 345 0.22 153 44.35 192 55.65 
24 Jirel 16 0.01 7 43.75 9 56.25 
25 Adibasi\Janajati 2 0.00 0 0.00 2 100.00 
26 Lepcha 4 0.00 0 0.00 4 100.00 
27 Raji 8 0.01 4 50.00 4 50.00 
28 KuswadoyPatharkatta 4 0.00 2 50.00 2 50.00 
  Total 157350 100 74129 47.11 83221 52.89 

        
  Chhetri\Bahun and other Total % Male % Female % 

29 Chhetri 21611 27.34 9873 12.49 11738 14.85 
30 Brahman - hill 51703 65.41 23730 30.02 27973 35.39 
31 Muslim 906 1.15 456 0.58 450 0.57 
32 Thakuri 3684 4.66 1729 2.19 1955 2.47 
33 Sanyasi 503 0.64 247 0.31 256 0.32 
34 Brahman - Tarai 3 0.00 2 0.00 1 0.00 
35 Baniya 82 0.10 48 0.06 34 0.04 
36 Mallah 13 0.02 1 0.00 12 0.02 
37 Kumhar 4 0.01 3 0.00 1 0.00 
38 Haluwai 3 0.00 1 0.00 2 0.00 
39 Rajput 6 0.01 5 0.01 1 0.00 
40 Kayastha 25 0.03 10 0.01 15 0.02 
41 Unidentified Caste 502 0.64 217 0.27 285 0.36 
  Total 79045 100.00 36322 45.95 42723 54.05 



 

 

 
 Dalit and other   Total % Male % Female % 
  Kalwar 25 0.62 17 0.42 8 0.20 

 Hajam\Thakur 15 0.37 9 0.22 6 0.15 
 Kanu 2 0.05 2 0.05 0 0.00 
 Sudhi 14 0.35 4 0.10 10 0.25 
 Lohar 13 0.32 4 0.10 9 0.22 
 Khatwe 4 0.10 2 0.05 2 0.05 
 Dhobi 10 0.25 5 0.12 5 0.12 
 Chamar\Harijan\Ram 4 0.10 4 0.10 0 0.00 
 Koiri 23 0.57 4 0.10 19 0.47 
 Kurmi 3 0.07 3 0.07 0 0.00 
 Dusadh\Paswan\Pasi 3 0.07 0 0.00 3 0.07 

 Sonar 1500 37.40 684 17.05 816 20.34 
 Kewat 10 0.25 3 0.07 7 0.17 
 Badhae 1 0.02 1 0.02 0 0.00 
 Barae 4 0.10 4 0.10 0 0.00 
 Lodha 3 0.07 3 0.07 0 0.00 
 Rajbhar 1 0.02 1 0.02 0 0.00 
 Nurang 4 0.10 3 0.07 1 0.02 
 Chidimar 108 2.69 56 1.40 52 1.30 
 Mali 175 4.36 84 2.09 91 2.27 
 Unidentified Dalit 2089 52.08 932 23.24 1157 28.85 
 Total 4011 100.00 1825 45.50 2186 54.50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Annex-2 
Meeting minute  

 
Alliance formation meeting minute 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Alliance meeting minute of alliance meeting to identify district-level advocacy issues and 
method  

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 Participants list of Interaction program 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Alliance meeting minutes  

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Alliance review meeting on constituent assembly  
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Participant's list of  Training in  constituent assembly  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


